Summer Reading 






Loser Test Review
1.  Donald Zinkoff’s personality can best be described as…..

2.  Who is Polly?
3.  What is Donald like physically?
4. How does Mrs. Zinkoff often reward her son?
Read the following selection. . .

“Good morning young citizens……..Welcome to your first day at Satterfield Elementary School.  This is a big, big day for you.  Not only is it the first day of the school year, it is the first day of twelve school years.  Hopefully, twelve years from now, every one of you will graduate from high school.  That sounds like forever from now, doesn’t it?”
……“What a wonderful adventure it will be! And it all begins here. Right now. Today. It will be a journey and an adventure of many days.”

…..“She reaches into her desk drawer and pulls out the old, navy blue train conductor’s cap.  For the thirty-first and last time she puts it on.  She pumps her hand twice.  “Toot!
Toot! All aboard the Learning Train!  First stop, Writing My Own Name! Who’s coming aboard?”

Twenty-six hands shoot into the air.  And Zinkoff, jumping to his feet so fast that he knocks his desk over with a nerve-slapping racket, thrusts up his hand and bellows to the ceiling:  “YAHOO!”

5. What is Ms. Meeks’ attitude about school?  What does Donald think about his teacher and school?  Underline anything in the selection that supports what you say.

6. In the passage above what do you think the word bellows means?
Read the selection below. . . 
     “And so, in all these ways Zinkoff grinds down the patience of Mrs. Biswell. He is the greenboard against which her stick of chalk is reduced day by day. By December it is a nub.”
7. In the sentences above, what is Donald Zinkoff being compared to?  Underline the text that supports your answer.
8. Some readers might say that Zinkoff has a kindness about him that maybe even he does not understand.  Explain this.
9. Why can’t Donald Zinkoff go with his father on Take Your Kid to Work Day?
10. If Donald Zinkoff was in your class, would you be friends with him? Why or why not?
14. What teacher does Zinkoff like best?  Why?
15. Which of the following is not a character in Loser?


a. Bonce


b. Tuttle


c. Hobin


d. Brewster
