The Wednesday Wars
Study Guide

1. Describe the setting of the book.
2. Why was the United States involved in the Vietnam War and how did it affect the story line?

3. After reading paragraph 4 on page 24, describe what #166 might be, using the supplies that Doug stashed.

4. After reading the last paragraph on page 34, do you think that Holling should have explained what happened with the cream puffs?  Defend your answer.
5. On page 37, Heather said, “I want support for believing in something bigger than me.”  What was she referring to?
6. On page 49, the second sentence reads, “The days turned gray and damp, and a hovering mist licked everything.”  What figurative language was used in that sentence and what does the underlined statement mean?

7. Holling uses the word “perfect” a lot when describing his house, why do you think he does this?  Describe the irony.
8. The first sentence on page 71 reads, “Defeat doesn’t help you to grow,” I said.  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?

9. After reading the first seven lines on page 93, what was Holling referring to?
10. After Holling performed in his play, he returned to school where Doug Sweiteck’s brother left Holling a surprise.  What was the surprise and what would you have done if you were Holling?

11.  The last two lines on page 155 read, “DOWNED HELICOPTER TRANSPORT STOP KHESANH STOP LT T BAKER MISSING IN ACTION STOP”, what was the telegram reporting?

12. Interpret the poem at the top of page 174.
13. Using page 180, how did Sycorax and Caliban meet their end?
14. Give two examples of allusion in this book.

15. Defend the statement, Mr. Hoodhood is self-centered. 

16. After reading the second paragraph on page 226, was Holling speaking literally or figuratively?  What point was he trying to get across?

17. Why was it ironic that Mrs. Sidman was a principal?
18. Find a common theme between The Wednesday Wars and Camp Limestone.  Use examples from both books to support your theme.

19. Describe the good and the bad aspects of Mai Thi’s relationship with Mrs. Bigio.

20. On a scale of 1 to 4 (one being the lowest and 4 being the highest), rate this book.  Defend your rating.

21. For extra credit: Practice and recite a curse (from Shakespeare) in class.  You must set the scene and describe what the curse means.
